ORDINANCE NO. 13-2022

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE MINIMUM PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE AND STANDARDS FOR THE VILLAGE OF FAIRFAX, CONFIRMING THE TERMS OF APPOINTMENT OF THE CODE OFFICIAL, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Council (“Council”) of the Village of Fairfax, Ohio previously adopted the Village of Fairfax Minimum Property Maintenance Code and Standards (the "Property Maintenance Code") via Ordinance No. 40-1999, as subsequently amended, modified, and/or supplemented; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of certain further amendments, modifications, and/or supplements to the Property Maintenance Code pertaining to the defined Code Official, certain notice procedures, and certain health and safety requirements would benefit the peace, health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the residents and businesses of the Village of Fairfax; and

WHEREAS, such changes to the Property Maintenance Code should be adopted immediately because of the need to remedy existing or anticipated violations of the Property Maintenance Code promptly; and

WHEREAS, it is further necessary to confirm promptly certain terms pertaining to the Code Official’s service;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Fairfax, State of Ohio, that:

SECTION I:

The Property Maintenance Code shall be, and is hereby, amended by the addition of the following sections:

103.1
General.  This Code shall be enforced by the Village Department of Property Maintenance.  The head of the Department of Property Maintenance shall be the Village Code Official.  The Code Official shall be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by Council on such terms as Council specifies.  The Code Official is subject to removal by Council with or without cause.  Council may authorize additional personnel to assist the Code Official.

106.3  Method of Service.  Notice shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereof is (a) delivered personally to the owner or person designated to receive notice by the owner or other responsible person, (b) sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the owner and/or other responsible person or designee, or (c) posted in a conspicuous place on or about the subject premises or structure in the event the Code Official determines that attempting personal service and certified mail service would be futile and/or has been unsuccessful.

109.1
General.  If any structure may be condemned or vacated under Section 107 of This Code, or qualifies for remedial measures under Section 108.1, 108.2, or 108.3 of This Code such that the structure is a public nuisance, dilapidated, materially out of repair, infested, dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise unfit for human habitation or occupancy, and if it is unreasonable or impractical to repair or remediate the structure to correct the applicable conditions, the Code Official may order that the structure be demolished and removed.  Additionally, where there has been a cessation of normal construction of any structure for a period of more than two years, the Code Official may order that the unfinished structure be demolished and removed.

SECTION II:

The existing Sections 103.1, 106.3, and 109.1 of the Property Maintenance Code are hereby repealed.


SECTION III:

The appointment of Jim McCord as Code Official is hereby confirmed as an independent contractor compensated at the rate of $20 per hour, retroactive to his first service under the Property Maintenance Code.  Changes to Mr. McCord’s compensation may be made by subsequent resolution. 

SECTION IV:
This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall be effective immediately.  The reason for said declaration of emergency is the immediate need to serve the purposes for which this Council adopted the Property Maintenance Code by providing a prompt remedy for violations of the same and confirming the terms of service of the Code Official. 

Passed this 16th day of May, 2022.
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Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Fiscal Officer

CERTIFICATE


I hereby certify this to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 13-2022, passed at a meeting of the Council of the Village of Fairfax on this 16th day of May, 2022.
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Fiscal Officer
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