ORDINANCE NO. 24-2021

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE MINIMUM PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE AND STANDARDS FOR THE VILLAGE OF FAIRFAX, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Council (“Council”) of the Village of Fairfax, Ohio previously adopted the Village of Fairfax Minimum Property Maintenance Code and Standards (the "Property Maintenance Code") via Ordinance No. 40-1999, as subsequently amended, modified, and/or supplemented; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of certain further amendments, modifications, and/or supplements to the Property Maintenance Code pertaining to the cutting of excessively high grass or other plant growth would benefit the peace, health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the residents and businesses of the Village of Fairfax; and

WHEREAS, such changes to the Property Maintenance Code should be adopted immediately because the existence of excessively high grass or other plant growth for a prolonged period of time detracts materially from the purposes for which this Council adopted the Property Maintenance Code, and, during these Summer months, such excessive growth occurs much more quickly than the legislative process for an ordinance adopted after three readings;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Fairfax, State of Ohio, that:

SECTION I:
The Property Maintenance Code shall be, and is hereby, amended and supplemented by the addition of the following section:

108.6
Excessive Plant Growth.  Notwithstanding any other provision of This Code, including, but not limited to, Sections 106.2, 108.3, and 110.1, when the Code Official determines that a violation of Section 302.4 (Weeds) warrants issuance of a notice pursuant to Sections 106.1 and 106.2:  

(A)
the initial correction order included in such notice shall require correction of the violation in no more than seven (7) calendar days;

(B)
if any owner or responsible person fails to comply with the correction order issued by the Code Official, the Code Official may cause the Village to take remedial action without seeking approval of Council, and without prior appeal;

(C)
such remedial action may include, but not be limited to, engaging a lawn or landscaping service to cut, mow, and/or trim the grass or other plant growth to a reasonable height under the circumstances, or having the Village perform such remedial action itself; 

(D)
the Village may recover the cost of such remedial action from the owner or other responsible person by tax lien on the affected property or by any other lawful method, including legal action, provided Council adopts an ordinance as provided in Section 108.4, either before or after such remedial action takes place; 

(E)
appeal of the correction order shall be limited to the procedure set forth in Section 108.4 for contesting an ordinance imposing a tax lien or other recovery of costs for remedial action, and shall not preclude remedial action from being performed.

SECTION II:
This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall be effective immediately.  The reason for said declaration of emergency is the immediate need to fulfill the purposes for which this Council adopted the Property Maintenance Code by providing a prompt remedy for excessively high grass or plant growth during the current Summer months. 

Passed this 19th day of July, 2021.
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Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Fiscal Officer

CERTIFICATE


I hereby certify this to be a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 24-2021, passed at a meeting of the Council of the Village of Fairfax on this 19th day of July, 2021.
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Fiscal Officer
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